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j4n Extract of Two Letters , written by Dr. Wallis to the Pub- 
li(berthe 20th and 30th of January lafl , concerning a conjidcra- 
ble Meteor feen in many dijlant places of England 
at the fame time 4*. i This mt 

publffied foot ]- 

tr, bccaufe more particulars were exp< fled both from 
other places of England* and from Fonagri parts* 

SIR, 

I Do not know, whether in your Tranfadiions you have any 
where taken notice of that unufual Meteor which happened 
on Wednefday Sept. 20 th. lafl: palf, about Seven of the clock 
at night or foon after; which, though it feemed very low, was 
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feen in moft: parts of England much at the fame time, and much 
in the fame manner. I hear of it from divers perfons who faw 
it in Oxford , Northamptotffhke, Gloucefterfhire , Worcejlerjhbe, 
Somerfetjbire, Hampfhire, Kept, Effex, London , &c. and { 
doubt not but you have heard of divers more. Some here cal I 
it a Draco volant. I have fometimes been fancying,it might be 
higher than they imagined, only carting a light fo low. • And if 
I had heard any thing from it abroad, fhould have inclined to 
think it a Comet , parting fwiftly by us, very near the Earth, 
even through our Air. But, if it had beenfo , itmuft be a 
very little one, or elfe we fhould have heard more of it. 

A Third Letter from the fame hand , concerning the fame Meteor . 
Oxford, May 8.1677. 

S I R, 

I Remember that in January laft I wrote you two Letters, 
concerning an unufual appearance which had here happen¬ 
ed not long before 5 on Wednesday Septemb.zoth. 1676,bet ween 
feven and eight of the clock at night. In the dusk of the E* 
vening (about Candle-lighting) there appeared a fudden light, 
equal to that of Noon-day ; fo that the fmalleft: pin or rtraw 
might be feen lying on the ground. And, above in the Air,was 
feen (at no great diftance as was fuppofed) a long appearance 
as of fire; like a long arm (for fo it was defcribed to me) with 
a great knob at the end of it; (hooting along very fwiftly : 
and, at its difappearing, feemed to break into fmall fparks or 
parcels of fire, like as Rockets and fuch Artificial Fire-worlo 
in the Air are wont to do. 'Twas fo furpri zing,and of fofhort 
continuance, that it was fcarce feen by any who did not then 
happen to be abroad. Twas judged, by him from whom I 
firft heard of ir, (for I had not the hap to fee it my felf,) to 
continue about two or three minutes: Eut, I find he took a 
minute to be a very fhort time, (little more than a moment.) 
From others I am told , it was fcarce longer than while one 
might tell fifteen or twenty at the moft; which will belefs 
than half a minute. All this might happen well enough from 
fome Fiery Meteor in our Air ; as a Draco volans(as fome have 
been pleafed to call this) or the like. But that which makes it 
to me the more furprizing, is this j that I find the fame to 
have been feen in moft parts of England, and at or near the 
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fame time : As, not only in Oxford mdOxfordjbire , but alfo 
in Northamptonshire, Gloucejierjhire, WorceJler(hire t Somerfet - 
jbire, Devonjbtre , Hampjbire , Sujfex, Surrey , Kent, EJfex , and 
(particularly)by the Water-men on the Thames in their paflfage 
between Gravefendwd London. In how many other parts of 
England, or in what parts out of England it might be feen; 
I have not yet heard. But this is a great breadth of ground, 
and too much for an ordinary Meteor in our lower region of 
the Air to be feen in at once: Yet ( for ought I hear) it is a- 
greed by all to have been feen at the fame time, between fevtn 
and eight at night the lame day, in the dusk of the Evening. 
Which argues, thac either it was higher than they imagined, 
(though the light of it reached the Earth) orelfe, that it had a 
very fwift motion. This made me then conjeflure, (what in 
thofe Letters I fignified,) that it might be fome finall Comet, 
who te tinea trajettoria pafled very near our Earth , or upon 
it. And I therefore enquired from you, what news might be 
heard of it from beyond the Seas, or in parts of England fur¬ 
ther off, and what more particular account thereof you might 
have from the variety of your Correfpondents. For I judged 
it not improbable, that it might, when further diftantfrom us, 
appear in the form of a Comer. That Comet, which haih 
now appeared, in this and the lafl mouth, confirms mein 
the fame opinion; which I conjefture may be the very 
fame which pafled by us in September lafl:. Why it was not 
foonerfeen, I cannot tell; fave, what is the common fate of 
moft Comets , that they are feldom obferved till after their 
neareft diftance from us: And, perhaps, it may have been fo 
near the Sun (as to its vifible place) as not to be much above 
our Horizon fave in the day time. And for the like reafon it 
may be, that in September lafl, when it pafled by us, it was 
not more feen abroad in other parts , it might paf« them in the 
daytime, being but in the Twy-iight with us; and, had it 
been one hour fooner, the day-light would have hindred us 
from feeing it. Which way its morion was when near us, I 
cannot conclude, foas to fatisfie my felf. For moft that faw it, 
being fuddenly furprized , took little more notice of it 
than that it fuddenly appeared and was fuddenly 
gone, but faw it fo little time as fcarce to mark which 
way. By the account I had from one in Northampton - 
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Jhire (between Brsckly mA Binbury^ it fljould feem to have 
moved there towards the South-weft. By the account I 
had frotnone who faw it in J Hampfbire (between Winchejler and 
Southampton) it fliould feem to be towards the South ealt; from 
others I have nothing of certainty,and therefore can conclude 
nothing. (Itsmotion might then feem to us the fwifter, if its 
proper motion were then one way; and the Earths motion here, 
at the fame time,contrary to it. And it is not impofliblc,that its 
dafliingagainft the Earth might difturb its morion; as when, 
Clouds, in their paflage , meet with Mountains.) By this time 
I fuppofe it may be gotten fo far from us that its apparent 
motion is very little. And fo late it was before we heard of it 
here, and it isnowfo fmall,and fonear the Sun,and the weather 
withal hath been fo cloudy, that I (and fome others who 
would willingly have feen it) have not had the hap to fee it at 
all. My conjecture upon the whole, though perhaps but a con¬ 
jecture, hath at leaft fo much of probability in it, as to deferve 
fome confideration : and may ferve (if true) to give us fome 
light into the nature of Comers ; which perhaps will feldom 
have been found to come lo near us, as thisTeems to have done* 
I add no more, but that I am 


Yours 


John Wallis. 



